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Give Thanks to the Lord, for His Mercy is
Everlasting
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
We are in the ‘Octave’ of Thanksgiving. We are still
visiting our family and friends, having a good conversation
over a meal; maybe catching up with our good old friends.
Absolutely, this is a good time to cherish our memories
and be grateful to people who nurtured our way.
What does this week tell us Spiritually? What can we
learn from the history of this celebration; from the life of
the Pilgrims who instituted this feast almost 400 years ago.
When we look at what happened in the pilgrims’ first year
here, the last thing they should have been doing, according
to human logic, would have been throwing a feast to thank
God. Of the 103 that disembarked from the Mayflower in
Plymouth Harbor in December 1620, more than half
would die before winter was over. Their Governor died.
Ten of the seventeen husbands and fathers died. Fourteen
of their seventeen wives also perished. Those who
avoided the grave remained in grave danger because of
fevers, famine and freezing temperatures. The fifty-one
survivors easily could have looked at the previous eleven
months as the most awful of their lives. The reason they
were able to thank God so heartily, in spite of the
suffering they had endured, was they believed those
hardships and blessings were both a part of God’s
providential care. No amount of personal suffering could
shake their faith. No amount of hardship could rock their
trust in a God whom they knew loved them, was looking
over them and had sent them help.
They convened full of gratitude because they realized
they were on a pilgrimage not only to Plymouth but to
Paradise. Everything — adverse in life and even death —
was part of God’s plans for them on their journey not
only to the new world but to a New Jerusalem. That final
destination and their faith in God gave meaning to all their
sufferings and joys along the way. And it’s what filled them
with a spirit of gratitude.
Thank you all for your continual help and support to
me Yes, it is true, together we are one family. I appreciate
your wonderful friendship and fraternal care.

May the Lord give you His Peace!

Fr. Tony Vattaparambil OFM Conv.

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES
Saturday, December 1, 2018 – 4:30 pm (Upper)
Cant - Dodie Rowe
Euch – *Marie Frey / *Ruth Ann Frey / Andrea GadomskiRiker / Linda Heimrick / Sr. Mary Lee / John
Riedlinger / Volunteer
Hosp – Steven Winters / Patricia Uhl-Winters
Lect – Margorie Beitler
Serv – Greer Kraus / Curtis Smith / Dawson Smith
Sunday, December 2, 2018 – 8:30 am (Kirby)
Euch – * Patrick Massara / *Matthew Parsell / Darrell Frey /
John Riedlinger / Norma Rodriguez
Hosp – George Collet / Kathleen Doersam
Lect – Cassie Miller / June Miller
Serv – Madison Guckes / Mason Guckes / Brady Wright
Sunday, December 2, 2018 – 10:30 am (Upper)
Cant – Michelle Burch
Euch – * James Moll / *Kelly Moll / Jennifer Arnold / Jordan
Franz / Brent Frobose / Deanna Piecha / Karen
Smith / Luke Smith
Hosp – Lynn Riedlinger / Julie Riedlinger / Keaton Cunningham
Lect – Keith Koehler
Serv – Madison Byrum / Ariana Highwood / Savannah Kinley
SCRIPTURE READING
1st Reading: Jeremiah 33:14-16
2nd Reading: 1 Thessalonians 3: 12– 4:2
Gospel: Luke 21: 25-28, 34-36

December 2, 2018
First Sunday of
Advent

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH
CHURCH MINISTRY INVOLVEMENT: Very soon we will be
working on the ministry schedules for January through June.
We are in need of volunteers for all Liturgical Ministries for
all weekend Masses. We are especially in need of hospitality
ministers. If you are a person who enjoys helping others and
being a welcoming presence before Mass, this is YOUR
KIND OF MINISTRY! Please consider offering yourself for
this much needed involvement in the parish. ALSO – if you
are currently serving in the ministry of Eucharistic Minister,
Server, or Hospitality and you are no longer able to serve in
these ministries, please call the parish office (419-294-1268)
and ask for Deacon Kevin.
If you verbally told Deacon Kevin that you are willing to
help, please e-mail him or call the parish office to remind
him. Thank you.
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PLEASE NOTE: Due to the Thanksgiving Holiday we
were required to have this weekend’s bulletin into the
publisher by November 17th. Because of this the
Sacrificial Giving for November 19th and November
26 will appear in December 3rd bulletin.
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